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PRACTICAL EXAMINATION SCORING 
 
1. PURPOSE 
   

This notice identifies changes in the criteria for licensing personnel to perform official 
inspection functions under the authority of the U.S. Grain Standards Act and the 
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 as stated in Directive 9230.1, Licensing Program.   

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 

Upon review of the Licensing Program, FGIS has made the decision to amend the 
passing score requirement from 80 percent to 70 percent on all practical type 
examinations (e.g., odor determination, analysis of interpretive factors) for licensing 
official personnel.  The passing requirement on all written examinations will remain at 80 
percent. 

 
3. CHANGES 
   

An average score of 70 percent must be achieved on each analytical factor that is tested 
during the practical examination.  For example, if damaged kernels total (DKT) and class 
are tested in corn, the applicant must achieve a minimum score of 70 percent for the five 
DKT portions as well as an average minimum score of 70 percent for the three class 
portions. 

 
4. ACTIONS 
 

Retain a copy of this notice with Directive 9230.1 until the Directive has been updated to 
reflect the change. 
 

5. EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

This Program Notice is effective on 1/01/09. 
 

6. QUESTIONS 
 

Direct any questions concerning this policy to Bob Lijewski in the Policies and 
Procedures Branch, at (202) 720-0224.  

 
/s/ John Giler 
 
John Giler, Director 
Field Management Division 
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